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1. Electoral Laws and Regulations* 

A telegraphic circular was cent to <k>v e rnora, Intendants, 

end Mayo^on January IB by the Minister of STi?4b 

Urdaneta Arbelaes, requesting compliance **th the 

which require# daily report® fron local electoral juries md 

tore ofregiitration. Irregularities reported * co "® ct ?| ^047)^ 

constituted authorities, (Bogota in Spanish to Colombia, Jen. IB, 1947/ 

rt _ n * _-■» <ft n«l rwllica in Medellin end other cities of the Bap* 

2t^t 5 teU^oi* Governor Br. Jose Maria Bernal 

£uSLl M.UW of 11 typ... (Mill* in 8p«l.h to Colo.bl.rn, 

Jen. 25, 1947). 

President Ospine Perec* preelection proelsaatic** of Mereh 8 addressed to 
Governors, lateademte, end Coaaisa loners appeals for orderly elections 
end specifies tfaet the Araed Farces, in cooperation with the police, will 
tmnrantee free balloting and a respect for the decisions of ths eitiseae* 
(5^ in Spanish to Colombia, March 6, 1947) . 

The Minister of far anaounced on larch 12 that a Idlers would fee stationed 
throughout the nation to keep peace during the elections, and that aliltary 
reinforcements* had been sent to towns where political disturbances *aay 
he expected.* (Bogota in Spanish to Sorth and South America, March 12, 1947/ . 

Further regulations for election day banned political gatherings near the 
polling places, all spoken or written propaganda, the carryi*g of firearms 
or other weapons, and the sale of alcoholic drinks. Rosen and children would 
not be allowed near the polling places. (Bogota in Speniah to South Aneriean, 

March 12, 1947). 

Coaalssions of "Concilia ti^n and Guarantee* were set up by decree f 1 12 

in. the capitals of each province to protect eitisens exercising their right 
of franchise. The Conservatives, the Liberals, and the Liberal Party of the 
People were requested to designate re presen tat Ives to these three-aaa eoaa- 
issions* (Bogota in Spanish to Coloabia, March 12, 1947). 
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Party Principle* and Main Issues* 



? fet Conservative Party* Dr* Laureaao Gomes, lender of the party, returned 
roa an extensive speaking tour of the country on January 15 end led whet 
apparently was an active campaign. Ho political speeches ware monitored, 
however. Disunity of the liberal Party vaa one of the main themes* of the 
Conferva tive prase. 

Bit. Adainlstratlcni Praaident Oapina Perea, member of the Conservative Party, 
repeatedly stressed that the Government would maintain complete neutrality 
in the campaign; that it vaa "indifferent* to the final results of the cutest, 
in keeping with the inalterable polity of national unity. 

Bit Liberal fartri Hr. Eduardo Santos, leader of the party, together with 
fir. Dario Eohandla, launched the campaign early in January. In a keynote 
address Santos pointed out that “the only danger to the Liberal Party is 
not the Conservative Party, but the disunity" of the Liberal#. Throughout 
the following campaign period Santistae made conciliatory overtures to the 
Geitaaist faction. 


ffee Liberal Party of the People * A 52-poiat program drawn up at the Gaitenist 
Liberal Convention included the following principles* Women must be allowed 
to vote and hold office, democracy auet be upheld, popular elect! ns must be 
held for Departmental Governors and certain classes of mayors, the immigration 
of technician* must be organised, the land laws must be changed, health and 
sanitation measures must be provided, and diplomatic career* must be established. 

In the international field the program a. proved the Good neighbor policy 
and proclaimed the necessity of maintaining good relations with the Qnited 
States of Amor lea. 


(Postelection press dispatches reveal another Gaitaniat policy; collaboration 
with the preswat Government). 

(Bogota in Spanish Morse to the Americas, Jan. 21, 194?)* 




ament Distal* sale* Liberals of both faction# were united in 
opposing the replacement of Llberel public service personnel with 
Conservatives at the beginning of the year. For a time it wag believed 
that the unanimous dieapproval of party leaders and the combined 
Liberal press would lead to a reconciliation. 


Hectic Insults. * Official results announced by the Baited Press on 
March 2? ars* Liberals, 789,256, of wh.n 442,480 wars for the Gaitanist 
candidates and 346,776 for the official party; Conservatives, 641,155. 
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3. Postelection Development#! 



fending the announcement on March 23 of official election returns, victory 
MV conceded to the L iberate with a majority of the vote of the Gaitanlst 
faction of the party# the distribution of seats in the Senate end Chamber 
vat estimated! Senate- Liberals* 35# Conservatives, 28 j Chamber- Liberals, 
74, Conservatives, 57# (Bogota is Spanish to Morth and South America* 

Harsh 20 , 1947). 


lltieal 


i t Despite a broadcast of larch 16 which stated that 
nterior Boberto Irdaneta Arbelaez had announced at the 
close of the voting that ©lections had taken place *in perfect order,* 
(1X8, Buenos hires in Spanish to Argentina, March 16, 1947) press report# 
of violence vert quoted on the radio on March 17# EL 7X2MPO — owned by 
tssto stated that there were 130 injured and n dead as the result of 
Incidents in “various regions of Colombia.* (Montevideo in Spanish to 
Sraguay, March 17, 1947) . 


Other press accounts of violence located the areas in the Department!* of 
Marino la Paste, la felon, and Ipiales. Families reportedly were fleeing 
across the Ecuadoran border* (Bogota in Spanish to Latin America, March 
17, 1947). (Mothing further to substantiate these re rta was monitored). 


A dispatch from Cali on March 24 reported the “heavy stoning* of the 
Conservative newspaper BIARIQ DIL PACIFICO, which journal had been belittled 
is S report of the Liberal Governor of the Department of Telle. (Associated 
Frees, March 24, 194 7). 


Tbs Montevideo newspaper EL PAIS praised the orderly Colombian elections 
tin! the * signs of normalcy* were *brokea only occasionally 
By some individual excesses or Irregularities.* (Buenos Aires in Spanish 
Morse to Latin America, March 31, 1947) . 


l*| la order to leave President Ospina free to reorganise 

r< accordance with the election results, the following six 

Mimic tars resigned from the Cabinet on March 25* Carlo# Loaaao, Foreign 
Affairs j Carlos Sans d© Santaaaria, Marj Robert Marulanda, Economy* 
uiaf i Rerrera Anzoategni, Labor} Tulio Enrique Tasoon, Mines} Jorge Rejaraao, 
gaclth. (Bogota in Spanish Morse to Latin America, March 25, 1947). Rumor# 
that the remaining six members, who represent the Mhmx Conservative Parly 
in the Ca b inet, would resign for the same reason continue to be denied, in 
prase dispatches. 

The Galtaaif t publication JOKMADA considered the move "logical,* since the 
Liberal Ministers "have not only been up in the air without anything firm 
to st an d on, bu t they know the clear desire of their party in regard to 
their presence in the Cabinet.* (Bogota in Spanish Morse to Latin America, 
Hatch 36, 1947) .At the same time, Saltan- was reported to be malatcinlsg a 
firs stand on his noneollabm at ion policy toward the Ospima Oovensaeat. 
Matters were gt a stead# till until after the Faster holidays, bnt LA B A20M 
reported that Liberal Ministers were prepared to break with the government 
if the Liberal majority is not recognised. (Bogota in Spanish Morse U South 
America, March 25, 1947). In announcing his departure for Inrope toward the 
mud of April, former President Santos denied that he planned to live abroad 
sad stated that he would return in from four to six -months. J0RMABA quoted 
^ltho&^ end from 

fem leadership of the Liberal Party, thus raliReulshing his power in the 
nfc-rli amr tarv mat oritv just voted into office. (AP, March 24, 1947) . 
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Utest reports ere that "polities! 

Otfim MmU eabiaei will be reergeaised this week. J^**”*** 
nitcBAtiw has been pending since before Holy w##k * Sduerdo Zu 
SSf So represented CeXbia in tbs CIO, ee« to 
appelntwent as Unieter of Bduoation. but he bee aever token possession 

of the pest beesuse of the resignation. 

iMsas the finesses hesarded by the papers as to the likely 
n, tSSSoo of th. o.« o*M»ot. ». fla4 «KK»tU« thot te loto 

”« *• »*" 1 «»*•*" “f . 

• |HUt <U1 Ooeotw Klnlotor of fduoottoa. JotkoritotiTO poroo oy 

U* nothing WU. — to fyy* ” ..«* ,r y 7 

believe that aeet of the preeeat masters »U1 be *•£•»*« 

(Beseta in Spanish More* te tenth Jaeriea, April a, leer;. 
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